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EDITORIAL

Rev. Fr Ivan D'Souza
Editor

Year comes and year goes! Here comes and He ever comes! Oh, it's Christmas and
New Year 2026. These celebrations create in and among us a felicitous milieu for
rendezvous of faith, hope and love. As we conclude the “Year of Jubilee” we are invited to
hike towards hope, deepen and profess our faith and engage in the mission of love to the
poor and marginalised.

In his work The Spirit of Hope, the South Korean-born philosopher and cultural
theorist Byung-Chul Han writes, “The subject of hope 1s a We.” The 'we' feeling within the
family, community, nation, and all humanity can be awakened and strengthened through
our faith in the Lord—a faith that makes us children of God.

Our new Pontiff, Leo XIV, has emphasised the importance of faith in his apostolic
letter fn Unitate Fidei (In the Unity of Faith). In his view, the Trinitarian God is not a
dualistic and exclusive ‘either/or', but an inclusive and decisive bond of 'both/and'. The
substratum of our unity flows from the inextricably interconnected Trinitarian bond of love.
Faith in God makes love possible and keeps our hope alive.

The Nicene Creed, which marks its 1700th anmiversary this year, reminds us that
God has become our neighbour in Jesus Christ—so deeply united with humanity that
whatever we do to any of our brothers and sisters, we do to Him. This truth is taken further
by Pope Leo X1V in his Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi te (1 have loved vou). It resonates with
Pope Francis' encyclical Dilexit nos (He loved us), establishing a profound nexus between
love of God and love of neighbour. I the Nicene Creed gives us the truth we profess, Dilexi
te offers us the heart we must embody.

Dilexi te also communicates that, in our Life of faith, there must be a transition from
“He loved us™ to “I have loved you.” This implies a personal encounter with Jesus. From the
perspective of the exhortation, we understand that Christ speaks these words to each of the
poor, for the God of the Bible has a preferential option for the poor. The Pope therefore calls
the faithful to encounter Christ in the poor.



The Church, in its Social Teaching, consistently calls all the faithful to love the
poor, the needy, and the marginalised. The Salvadoran liberation theologian Jon Sobrino,
S.J., affirms: “There is no salvation outside the poor.” By this he means that the poor
become, in a real sense, the “sacrament of God's salvation.” For Sobrino, salvation unfolds
where one stands with the oppressed, participates in the struggle for justice, and follows
Jesus, who chose to identify Himself with the poor.

Dilexi te is a creed in action, reminding us that love and faith are co-travellers on the
journey toward a hopeful horizon. Hope strengthens our commitment to humanity, while
faith deepens our dependence on God—through which love incarnates in us. We need to
contemplate the humanity of Christ so that humanity itself may be humanised and creation
i1s cared for.

I am dehighted to present this volume of UNITAS, wrapped with love, peace, and
gratitude. It reflects on the seminary’s central focus for the year: human formation. Traverse
through these pages and they will tell you what it means to be human. We acknowledge all
our readers, benefactors, and well-wishers for their magnanimity in supporting us in
various ways. We also pay tribute to our dear departed and pray that they may enjoy eternal
rest.

I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a joyful New Year. | gratefully place on
record the cooperation and assistance of the Board of Administration, the Rector, staff
members, students, and auxiliary staff. The Editorial Board deserves a special word of

thanks and appreciation for their relentless efforts and dynamic involvement. May

UNITAS mspire us, and may the Lord unite us to become and to live as fully human beings.
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Front Row Left to Right : Joel Fernandes, Rostan Fernandes, Blany Fernandes, Felbin Babu,
Fr Ivan Dsouza, Royston Dsouza, Sanjeewan, Loywin Rodrigues, Melroy Dsouza, Joseph Pais.
Viiddle Row Left to Right : Denson Dsilva, Ashlin Pinto, Ajay Dsouza, Vinol Fernandes, Jostan
Dsouza, Kevin Menezes, Melrick Dsouza, Alwin Pinto
Fop Row Left to Right : Merwin Spinoza, Prinston Dsouza, Charles, Rajath Lobo, Rostan Dsouza
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Most Rev. Dr Gerald Isaac Lobo V. Rev. Fr Dionysius S. ].
Bishop of Udupi Provincial, Karnataka Jesuit Province
Member Member

Students’ Council 2025-2026

Front Row Left to Right : Suhas, Rajath Lobo, Fr Rajesh Rosario, Fr Alex Kalarikkal,
Shinson Antony, Praveen Francis, Ferdinal Lance
Middle Row Left to Right : George Antony, Akash, Royston D’Souza, Jerlin George,

Ajil Anilkumar, Melvin Joy, Prinston D'Souza
Last Row Left to Right : Jostan D'Souza, Rostan D'Souza, Aneesh Cleetus
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= fArchbishop Varghese Chakkalakal

Born on 7 February 1953 in Malapallipuram (in the Diocese of
Kottapuram, Kerala), Bishop Chakkalakal entered St Joseph's Inter-
diocesan Major seminary formation in 1971 and was ordained a
priest on 2 April 1981 for the Diocese of Calicut. He holds a Master
in Theology from the Pontifical Seminary, Alwaye, a Master in
History from the University of Mysore, and a Doctorate in Canon
Law from the Pontifical Urban University in Rome. He was
appointed the first Bishop of Kannur (5 November 1998) and
consecrated on 7 February 1999. On 15 May 2012 he was
appointed Bishop of Calicut. On the elevation of the diocese in April
2025, the Holy See appointed him as the first Metropolitan
Archbishop of the newly formed Archdiocese of Calicut.
Archbishop Chakkalakal is known for his: Scholarly depth and
canonical expertise, Pastoral sensitivity and missionary zeal,
Commitment to dialogue, especially inter-religious
understanding in the pluralistic context of North Kerala,
Administrative prudence and steady leadership. His episcopal
motto, “In the Service of the Lord,” reflects his conviction that
authority in the Church is primarily a call to humble service.

Archdiocese of Calicut
On 12 April 2025, Diocese of Calicut was elevated by Pope Francis to the status of a metropolitan
archdiocese, now known as the Archdiocese of Calicut. With this elevation, the Church in northern
Kerala celebrated a new chapter in its ecclesial mission, as the diocese assumed a wider role of «
leadership and service in the region. The decree announced that the newly-established metropolitan -
see would have the suffragan dioceses of Diocese of Kannur and Diocese of Sultanpet under it§™
jurisdiction. This moment marks the recognition of the Church's growth and pastoral maturity in the (e
Malabar region — both in terms of institutions and mission outreach. The Church presence in thgF ™
region has deep roots: the territory that became the Diocese of Calicut was erected on 12 June 19238 »
under the papal brief Cum Auctus Fidelium Grex. Over the years, the diocese experienced territorial
changes, including the establishment of the Diocese of Tellicherry in 1954, the carving out uft !
Diocese of Kannur in 1998, and later the Diocese of Sultanpet in 2013. With this background, the :
elevation to archdiocesan status in 2025 becomes more than administrative—it is the fruit of decades
of evangelisation, growth, service and consolidation.
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Rev. Dr Vincent Sequeira Rev. Dr Praveen Joy Saldanha

J

b

Rev. Dr Jencil Alva Rev. Flavian Lobo
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Rev. Dr Ivan Dsouza Rev. Dr Joseph Martis
Director, SJIP

I.-M }LI'I

Rev. Dr Lilly Pereira BS




Laity Theology
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Decennial Celebration of Priesthood

Golden Birthday of
(Batch 2015)

Fr Vincent Menezes

Welcome to New Staff Members
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Inauguration of the Theological Social Academy



Kanthavara Ecological Exposure



Seminarians’ Jubilee at Rosario Cathedral



Visit of Bishop of Mandya

Most Rev. Sebastian Adayanthrath

Visit to Religious Places



Inauguration of Wall Board Magazines



Farewell to Ministerial Year Students
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Ministries of Reader & Acolyte
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All Souls' Day
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Fellowship Groups



@ A.STJOSEPH’S INTERDIOCESAN SEMINARY

A Seminary in Mangalore was first established in 1763 at Monte Mariano,
some 13 kilometres east of Mangalore town. However, during the captivity of Kanara
Catholics under Tippu Sultan in 1784, the seminarians were dispersed or sent to
Verapoly and for the next few decades, there 1s no record to show that a Seminary
existed in Mangalore. However, in 1843, a certain Fr Pius Noronha was said to have
been the Rector of the Seminary at Monte Mariano. In 1845, when the Carmelites
took over the care of the Church in Mangalore, they gathered the candidates to the
priesthood in a house which was then situated in the locality which 1s now St Anne’s
Convent, near the Cathedral. This Seminary was then transferred to Sunkeri, some 5
kilometres east of Karwar. It was again brought back to Monte Mariano. Bishop
Bernadine OCD moved the Seminary near to his residence, St Anne’s Convent, in
1846, But his successor, Bishop Michael Anthony OCD acquired a plot of land at
Jeppu, where now is Infant Mary’s Convent in 1854, where a large house with a
chapel was built as a residence of the Bishop and also for the seminarians. In 1870,
there were 34 priests and 12 seminarians in this House of formation.

The Jesuits took over from the Carmelites in 1878, and the very first act of the
new Vicar Apostolic, Msgr. Nicholas Pagani, was to reorganize the Seminary. Hence,
St Joseph’s Seminary came into being on 11 January 1879. During the hundred years
and more of its existence, the Seminary has trained a large number of seminarians
belonging to several dioceses of India. Imitially started as the Diocesan Seminary of
Mangalore, the Seminary became an Interdiocesan Institution when the Mangalore
diocese was bifurcated into Mangalore and Calicut dioceses in 1923,

Moved with this desire to facilitate the assumption by the diocesan clergy of
their rightful role in the formation of the diocesan seminarians, the Karnataka Jesuit
Province through their Superior General, requested the Dicastery for the
Evangelization of Peoples to be relieved of the administrative responsibility of the
Seminary. Hence, by its Decree dated 15 July 1992, the Sacred Congregation for the
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Evangelization of Peoples authorized the transfer of administration of the Seminary
from the Society of Jesus to the Interdiocesan (Mangalore & Calicut) Board of
Administration with effect from 1st June 1995.With the creation of Kannur Diocese in
the year 1999 and of Udupi Diocese in 2012, the Bishops of Kannur and Udum also
were made the Members of the Board of Administration.

St Joseph's Interdiocesan Seminary hosts both, St Joseph’s Institute of
Philosophy (SJIP) (Affiliated to Pontifical Athenaeum Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram,
Bengaluru, India) and St Joseph Institute of Theology (Affiliated to Pontifical
Urbaniana University, Rome). The formation of Seminarian consists of two years of
Philosophy and three years of Theology and a Ministerial year, which culminates with
the ordinations of Diaconate.

This year is the 147" year of this house of priestly formation. The thrust of the
year is Human Formation and it focuses its program under the motto “Learning from
the Master to Serve Him in Our Neighbour.™

Co-Redemptrix
The title Co-Redemptrix has a long and complex
history in Catholic thought. It was used by many
theologians to highlight Mary's unique cooperation in
the work of redemption. Her assent at the Annunciation,
her faithful discipleship, and her steadfast presence at
the foot of the Cross were understood as real, though
subordinate, forms of participation in Christ's saving
mission. In this sense, the prefix “co-" was never meant
to imply equality with Christ but rather a cooperation rooted in grace and entirely dependent
on Him.
The recent clarification by the Church stresses that while Mary's participation 1s
genuine, the term Co-Redempirix can easily be misunderstood. Some may interpret 1t as
placing Mary alongside Christ as a second redeemer, which would obscure the foundational

CO-REREMPTRIX

truth that Jesus Christ alone 1s the Redeemer of the world. Because the term now requires
repeated and technical explanation to prevent confusion, the Magisterium considers it
pastorally unhelpful in ordinary teaching and liturgical life.

This clarification 1s not meant to diminish Mary's dignity. Instead, it safeguards the
primacy of Christ's work and ensures the faithful grasp that all of Mary's privileges flow from
Christ's unique mediation. Her cooperation remains profound, but the language surrounding it
must remain clear, Christ-centered and faithful to the Church's tradition.
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& St Joseph’s Institute of Philosophy (SJIP)

(Affiliated to the Faculty of Philosophy of the Pontifical Athenaeum Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram, Bangalore)
sjipmangaloref@gmail.com; directorsjip@gmail.com

Though a two-year Philosophy
Course was a part of priestly formation at St
Joseph’s Seminary from its inception ( 1879),
a three year Philosophy course was designed
for the Bachelor of Philosophy (B.Ph.) and
was affiliated to Urban University, Rome, in
2016 for a period of five years. But with the
publication of the Apostolic Constitution,
Veritatis Gaudium (V) for higher studies by
the Dicastery for Culture and Education in

2018, a process was initiated to affiliate our
philosophy course to Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram (DVK) on 13 May 2022 and it was
approved by the Dicastery for culture and
Education on 23 October 2023 for a period
of five vears (2023-2028). Most Rev. Dr
Peter Paul Saldanha, the Bishop of
Mangalore and the Moderator of St Joseph’s
Institute of Philosophy (SJIP), promulgated
the decree of the said Institute on 1 January
2024,

Rev. Dr Ivan D’Souza was appointed
as the Director of St Joseph’s Institute of
Philosophy, Mangalore, with effect from 15
April 2024 for a period of three years by
the moderator of the Institute and then the
appointment was officially endorsed by the
Faculty of Philosophy of Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram. Currently, 9 permanent teachers
and 15 non-permanent teachers serve in the
Faculty of Philosophy.

The academic year begins in June
and ends in March. Our academic pursuit is

®

to teach philosophy in such a way “that the
students 1n the basic cycle will come to a
solid and coherent synthesis of doctrine, will
learn to examine and judge the different
systems of philosophy, and will also
gradually become accustomed to personal
philosophical reflection (VG Norms, 64 § 2).
Our Institute of Philosophy aims to
equip the students academically to interact
with people of other religions with clarity
and coherence. The successful completion of
philosophical studies qualifies a student for
his studies in Theology through the
Baccalaureate in Philosophy (B.Ph.). The
B.Ph. degree would motivate the candidates
to take philosophical study seriously and
help them to philosophize in a deeper way.

4 Permanent Teaching Staff R

Francis D’Souza

Ivan D’Souza

Jenson Varghese Puthenveettil
Joseph Martis

Lilly Pereira BS

Manoj Palakkal Mathew
Maxim D’Souza

Nelson Prakash Dalmeida
Roque Victor D'Sa




St Joseph Institute of Theology
. (Affiliated to Ponufical Urbaniana University, Rome)

Email:

St Joseph's Interdiocesan Seminary
stands like a mighty oak tree, firmly rooted and
spreading its branches through the seasons and
times, commemorating 147 years of illustrious
existence. Since its inception in 1879, philosophy
and theology courses have been part of the priestly
formation at St Joseph's Seminary. Since 1969, 5t
Joseph's Interdiocesan Seminary has been
affiliated to the Pontifical Urbaniana University in
Rome and awards the degree of B.Th. on
successful completion of the theology course.

After following the prescribed
formalities outlined in Veritatis Gaudium(VG),
the Apostolic Constitution on Ecclesiastical
Universities and Faculties, the Dicastery for
Culture and Education granted the decree of
erection of St Joseph Institute of Theology
(SIIT), Mangalore, on July 20, 2023, affiliating it
with the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical
Urbaniana University, Rome., and approving its
Statutes. Subsequently, on 16 October 2023, the
Moderator of the Institute, Most Rev. Dr Peter
Paul Saldanha, the Bishop of Mangalore, formally
promulgated the approved Statutes of St Joseph
Institute of Theology.

St Joseph Institute of Theology (SJIT) 1s
open to candidates for the priesthood, as well as
for men and women Religious and lay faithful
(Statutes, art. 2 §1). The academic degree, i.¢., the
baccalaureate, is conferred by the Theological
Faculty of the Pontifical Urbaniana University.
The Institute conducts its academic activities
through the Department of Theology, offering a
five-year cycle with two years of Philosophy for
foundational courses and three years of Theology
(FG, art. 74, a; Instruction, art. 14, 24).
Candidates who have successfully completed
graduation or its equivalent, and, in the case of a
candidate for priesthood, a one-year Propaedeutic
program, are admitted to philosophical
studies. Theological studies extend for three years,
followed by a Ministerial Year, which culminates
in the B.Th oral exam, the B.Th written exam, and
the eventual conferral of the degree of Bachelor of
Theology.

slitmangalore

@

mail.com

On l4March 2023, Fr Alexander
kalarikkal was appointed as the Director of the
Institute and on 31 May 2023, Fr Antony George
Pinto was appointed as the Head of the
Department of Theology. The Institute has the
following permanent teachers and non-permanent
teachers.

Permanent Teachers

Alexander Kalarikkal (Dogmatic Theology)
Antony George Pinto (Bible)

John Baptist Saldanha (Dogmatic Theology)
Milton Jacob (Bible)

Naveen Pinto (Canon Law)

Praveen Leo Lasrado (Moral Theology)
Rajesh Rosario (Dogmatic Theology)
Ronald Serrao (Liturgy)

Vincent Sequeira (Bible)

Non- permanent Teachers

Anitha D'Souza UFS (Bible)

Archibald Gonsalves OCD (Moral Theology)
Arun Lobo (Psycho-Sexual Intergration)
Charles Furtado OFM Cap. (Moral Theology)
Deep Fernandez OCD (Spiritual Theology)
Denzil Lobo (Canon Law)

Dona B.S. (Feminist Perspective of God)
Eugene D'Silva CSSR (Homiletics)

Flavian Rajkiran Lobo (Patrology)

Jason Pinto SDB (Pastoral Theology)

Jencil Alva (Bible)

Joseph Martis (Mysticism)

Joy Painadath (Bible)

Melroy Correa CSSR (Homiletics)

Peter D'Souza (Pastoral Theology)

Pius D'Souza OCD (Psalms)

Praveen Joy Saldanha (Dogmatic Theology)
Rohith D'Costa (Catechetics)

Rudolph Raj Pinto OCD (Liturgy)

Sandeep Theophil (Protestant Theology)
Sudeep Paul MSFS (Pastoral Communication)
Vijay Machado (Catechetics)







